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Cambridge English: Proficiency (CPE)

Cambridge English: Advanced (CAE)

Cambridge English: First  & First for 
Schools  (FCE) 

Cambridge English: Preliminary (PET)

Cambridge English: Key (KET)

Mastery C2

Effective Proficiency C1

Vantage B2

Threshold B1

Waystage  A2

Cambridge ESOL Levels Council of Europe Levels
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Overview of Cambridge English 
Preliminary (PET)

Paper Focus
Number of 

Parts
Number 

of 
questions

Timing

1 Reading & 
Writing 8 parts 42 1 Hour 30 

minutes

2
Listening 4 parts 25 Approx 30 

minutes

3
Speaking 4parts 10 - 12 

minutes
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Format of Cambridge English 
First & First for schools (FCE): 

an overview
Paper 1 Reading 1 hour
Paper 2 Writing   1 hour 20 minutes
Paper 3 Use of English approx. 45 mins 
Paper 4 Listening 40 mins
Paper 5 Speaking   14 minutes
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Overview of PET Reading tasks
Part Focus Task type Number of 

questions
1 Reading three-option multiple-choice 

sentences
5

2 matching 5

3 true/false 10

4 four-option multiple choice 5

5 four-option multiple-choice 
cloze

10
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FCE : Format of Paper 1 
(Reading)

Part 1 a text followed by 8 multiple choice 
questions

Part 2 gapped text task with 7 sentences 
removed from a base text

Part 3 one text or several short texts - multiple 
matching questions
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The PET Writing Test
Paper Focus Task type Number of 

questions

1 Writing
Sentence 

transformation
5

2
Short 

communicative 
message (note)

1 (35 to 45 words)

3
Informal letter or 

story
1 (100 words)
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FCE : Format of Paper 2 (Writing)
Part 1 (compulsory) : 120-150 words 
One of : a letter or an email 

Part 2 (a choice of four tasks) : 120-180 words 
an article, essay, letter, report, story or a review. 

Question 5 (choice of two tasks) is on a set text. 
Text types include an article, an essay, a letter, a 
report or a review.
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FCE : Format of Paper 3 
(Use of English)

Part 1 multiple choice cloze – 12 gaps

Part 2 open cloze – 12 gaps

Part 3 word formation (stem given) – 10 gaps

Part 4 sentence transformation
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Overview of PET Listening tasks 

Part Focus Task type Number 
of 
questions

1 Listening to 
identify and 
understand 
key 
information

three-option multiple 
choice

7

2 three-option multiple 
choice

6

3 gap-fill 6

4 true/false 6
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FCE : Format of Paper 4 
(Listening)

Part 1 8 short extracts from dialogues or 
monologues – 1 multiple choice 
question per extract

Part 2 sentence completion

Part 3 multiple matching – 5 related 
monologues

Part 4 multiple choice
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Overview of PET Speaking tasks 
Part Focus Task type

1 candidate / 
examiner

candidates answer personal 
questions

2 candidate 
/candidate

candidates make and 
respond to suggestions and 
recommendations

3 candidate / 
examiner

candidates describe a photo

4 candidate 
/candidate

extended conversation based 
on Part 3 topic
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Assessment Criteria
PET

Grammar and Vocabulary

Pronunciation

Interactive Communication

Discourse Management



14

FCE : Format of Paper 5 
(Speaking)

Part 1 conversation between interlocutor and 
each candidate

Part 2 individual long turn – visual and written 
stimuli

Part 3 two-way conversation between 
candidates – visual and written stimuli

Part 4 discussion on topic related to Part 3
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FCE Assessment criteria: 
speaking

Grammar
 Vocabulary
 Discourse management
 Pronunciation
 Interactive communication
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Grading and Results : PET

 Each skill = 25%

 No minimum pass mark on individual papers

 Results reported as Pass with distinction (B2) 
Pass with Merit & Pass (B1) , A2 pass and Fail

 Pass = Approx. 70% of total marks

 Candidates given Statement of Results
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Grading and Results : FCE
 Each paper  = 20%

 No minimum pass mark on individual papers

 Results reported as : Grade A (C1), Grades B & 
C (B2), B1 pass and Fail

 Pass = Approx. 60% of total marks

 Candidates given Statement of Results
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Advice from the experts
The Official Top Tips for PET or 

FCE
Revision guide for 

students preparing for 
PET or FCE

Tips for each paper 
written by examiners
CD-ROM: real exam 

paper and Speaking test 
video

Available to buy from 
centres, bookshops and 

the Cambridge ESOL 
eShop
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Date esami Termine per l’ iscrizione agli esami
2011

28 ottobre ‘11 CB 7 ottobre ‘11
24 novembre ‘11 CB 3 novembre ‘11
2 dicembre ‘11 PB 14 ottobre ‘11

2012
10 febbraio ‘12 CB 20 gennaio ‘12

1 marzo ’12 PB 20 gennaio ‘12
17 marzo ‘12 PB 3 febbraio ‘12
28 marzo ‘12 CB 7 marzo ‘12
26 aprile ’12 CB 5 aprile ‘12
3 maggio ’12 PB 22 marzo ‘12
19 maggio ’12 PB 6 aprile ‘12
24 maggio ’12 CB 3 maggio ‘12
1 giugno ’12 PB 20 aprile ‘12
7 giugno ’12 PB 27 aprile ‘12
6 luglio ’12 CB 15 giugno ‘12

26 ottobre ’12 CB 5 ottobre ‘12
22 novembre ’12 CB 1 novembre ‘12
7 dicembre ’12 PB 26 ottobre ‘12

B1 ; Cambridge English : Preliminary (PET)
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Date esami Termine per l’ iscrizione agli esami
2011

30 settembre ‘11 CB 9 settembre ‘11
29 ottobre ’11 CB 7 ottobre ‘11
2 dicembre ’11 CB 11 novembre ‘11
6 dicembre ’11 PB 7 ottobre ‘11
10 dicembre ‘11 PB 7 ottobre ‘11

2012
21 gennaio ‘12  CB 7 gennaio ‘12
25 febbraio ’12  CB 4 febbraio ‘12

10 marzo ’12 PB 20 gennaio ‘12
24 marzo ‘12 CB 3 marzo ‘12
12 aprile ‘ 11  CB 22 marzo ‘12
19 maggio ‘12 PB 30 marzo ‘12
26 maggio ’12 CB 5 maggio ‘12
9 giugno ’12 PB 13 aprile ‘12
12 giugno ’12 PB 13 aprile ‘12
14 luglio ’12 CB 23 giugno ‘12

28 settembre ’12 CB 7 settembre ‘12
20 ottobre ’12 CB 29 settembre ‘12

30 novembre ’12 CB 9 novembre ‘12
4 dicembre ’12 PB 12 ottobre ‘12
8 dicembre ’12 PB 12 ottobre ‘12

B2 ; Cambridge English First  (FCE)
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Date esami Termine per l’ iscrizione agli esami
2011

29 novembre ‘11 PB 30 settembre ‘11
2012

15 marzo ‘12 CB 23 febbraio ‘12
24 marzo ‘12 PB 10 febbraio ‘12
12 maggio ‘12 PB 30 marzo ‘12
2 giugno ’12 PB 20 aprile ‘12

17 novembre ’12 CB 26 ottobre ‘12
1 dicembre ’12 PB 19 ottobre ‘12

B2 ; Cambridge English First for Schools (11 a 19 anni) (FCE)
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Ing les e g enera le

A2 ; Cambridge English Key (KET) €70,00 

B1 ; Cambridge English Preliminary 
(PET)

€76,00 

B2 ; Cambridge English First (for 
schools) (FCE)

€149,00 + € 1,81 marca da bollo

C1 ; Cambridge English Advanced  
(CAE)

€168,00 + € 1,81 marca da bollo

C2 ; Cambridge English Proficiency  
(CPE)

€171,00 + € 1,81 marca da bollo
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Further information
Keep up to date with what's new via the 

Cambridge ESOL website:

www.CambridgeESOL.orgwww.CambridgeESOL.org (Cambridge ESOL,  (Cambridge ESOL, 
UK-  English)UK-  English)

www.cambridgeesol.itwww.cambridgeesol.it (Cambridge ESOL  (Cambridge ESOL 
Italia, Bologna - Italian)Italia, Bologna - Italian)

www.cambridgeschool.itwww.cambridgeschool.it ( Cambridge Esol  ( Cambridge Esol 
Exam centre, Verona, vicenza e Mantova - Exam centre, Verona, vicenza e Mantova - 

Italian)Italian)

http://www.cambridgeesol.org/
http://www.cambridgeesol.it/
http://www.cambridgeschool.it/
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