
 

6    The Nominal System (Part 1) 
    Second Declension Nouns (Module A) 
      Masculine Nouns and the Definite Article 
 

 
 
 §6.0 Introduction 
 
Every language has its own distinctive means by which to communicate 
ideas.  If English is the native language, then communicating in English is 
natural because its distinctiveness is understood.  What constitutes the 
English language unique among the other languages of the world is its 
method of expressing its ideas as it relates to unique syntax, grammar and 
vocabulary.  All other languages or systems of expressing concepts are 
foreign unless having gained some familiarity with them. 
 
The method of expressing ideas within a language is integrated into its 
complete linguistic organization.  English has its linguistic orderliness, as 
does Greek.  What differentiates Greek from English, however, is Greek’s 
distinctive precision of expressing word relationships with other words.  
This is accomplished in Greek by a highly organized system of inflection. 
 
The Greek inflected language has words composed of stems modified in 
various ways according to their grammatical function in a particular 
context.  The system of different but related forms is the language’s 
morphology, which in Greek is principally a matter of different prefixes 
and suffixes attached to the stem of a word.  A well-developed inflected 
language dramatically reduces grammatical ambiguities that a partially 
inflected language such as English inherently possesses.  This difference 
alone merits learning NTGreek.  Grammatical precision was vital for the 
communication of theological truth as articulated by the NTGreek authors.   
 
Lesson Six begins a multi-part series exploring the Greek inflected nominal 
system.  Greek nouns, adjectives, pronouns and pronominal adjectives 
share inflectional characteristics and patterns, and so constitute the 
nominal system, as do participles in several respects.  The verbal system 
will also be introduced in this series of lessons, but not fully developed until 
later.  For now, it is essential to gain a thorough familiarity with the full 
range of nominal morphological forms in order to be proficient in NTGreek. 
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 §6.1  Introduction to the Greek Nominal Inflectional System 
 
Greek indicates word relationships with other words by inflection.  In 
English, this is accomplished by word order and prepositions.  Inflection refers 
to the changes words undergo in accordance with their grammatical function in 
the sentence.  Inflection in nouns is called declension, and the correct 
arrangement of the inflection of verbs is called conjugation.   
 
English sentence order, and not inflection, is essential in determining how 
words function in a sentence.  Consider the two following sentences. 
 
       “An apostle sees the man.” “The man sees an apostle.” 
 
These two declarative sentences contain identical words; however, they 
convey very different meanings.  The divergent meanings are determined 
by the relationship in each sentence that the nouns “apostle” and “man” 
sustain with the verb “sees”.  Although the spelling of these nouns did not 
change to reflect their different function (i.e., either subject [performer of 
the action of the verb] or object [receiver of the action of the verb]), their 
function changed according to their placement in the sentence order.   
 
Consistent with English language structure, the subject precedes the verb, 
and the object follows the verb.  Word order is so vital in English that very 
little flexibility is permitted.  For example, “Sees an apostle the man” is 
non-sensible because English’s linguistic orderliness does not permit it.  
This is not true in Greek because of the genius of inflection. 
 
Let us now examine the same declarative sentence in Greek. 
 

listen       a)po/stoloj  ble/pei  to\n  a!nqrwpon 
                                                apostle                sees           the              man 
 
 
 
 Notice that the last consonant between 

these two Greek words are different!  
 
The noun, “apostle” (a)po/stoloj) is the subject of the sentence.  However, 
it is not the subject because it occurs before the verb (as in English), but 
because of its inflected form (the final si/gma denotes this).  Likewise, the 
object of the verb (“sees”) is “man” (a!nqrwpon), not because it follows the 
verb, but because of its inflected form (the final nu= denotes this).  This 
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same sentence would make perfectly good sense in Greek if its word order 
be changed in any of the following ways: 
 

listen (1)  ble/pei  a)po/stoloj  to\n  a!nqrwpon 
(2)  a)po/stoloj  to\n  a!nqrwpon  ble/pei 
(3)  to\n  a!nqrwpon  a)po/stoloj  ble/pei 

          (4)  ble/pei  to\n  a!nqrwpon  a)po/stoloj 
(5)  to\n  a!nqrwpon  ble/pei  a)po/stoloj 

 
The examples above are possible in Greek.  The first, however, follows 
normal Greek sentence word order (subject typically follows the verb).   
 
In most instances, changing English sentence order to reflect the Greek 
author’s original authorial intent would be catastrophic.  However, because 
Greek indicates the function of a noun according to inflection, sentence 
order is not as crucial.  It should be noted, however, that Greek sentence 
order is not completely free.  For example, in all the above Greek 
examples, the definite article, to\n, always occurred before a!nqrwpon.   
 
When elements are moved from their “normal” sentence order, prominence 
is placed upon that element.  This is the genius of inflection.  Thus, 
to\n a!nqrwpon  (the direct object of ble/pei) in examples 3 and 5 is 
especially emphasized because it is moved out of its normal sentence 
order (normally after the verb) and placed first in the sentence, although 
undetectable when translated into English!  The same is true concerning 
a)po/stoloj (the subject of the verb, ble/pei) in example 2, because it is 
“fronted” (moved forward) in the sentence.   
 
Conversely, “man” can be made the subject and “apostle” the object in the 
sentence by inflecting the nouns respectively to indicate their grammatical 
function in the sentence.  
 

a!nqrwpoj  ble/pei  to\n   a)po/stolon 
                                     man                 sees         the              apostle 

listen 

 

Notice that the function of these two Greek words 
was changed according to the word’s inflection.  
The subject of the sentence again ends with a 
si/gma and the direct object a nu=. 
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Once again, because of inflection, the sentence order may be rearranged 
to emphasize different elements within this declarative sentence.  
 

listen (1)  ble/pei  to\n  a)po/stolon  a!nqrwpoj 
(2)  a!nqrwpoj to\n  a)po/stolon  ble/pei 

          (3)  to\n  a)po/stolon  a!nqrwpoj ble/pei 
(4)  ble/pei  to\n  a)po/stolon  a!nqrwpoj 

  (5)  to\n  a)po/stolon  ble/pei  a!nqrwpoj 
 
Numerous instances may be cited from the Greek New Testament wherein 
a literarily emphasis is intended (via sentence order).  Future lessons will 
underscore this deliberate and significant literary device.  Although English 
sentence order is inflexible due to its inherit linguistic parameters, those 
who continue to learn NTGreek will gain appreciation of being able to read 
God’s Word without this interference of a translation.   
 
Greek plural subjects and plural direct objects are also inflected.  Whereas 
their function in the sentence remains the same, a spelling change occurs 
to indicate the plural.  Let us look at an example where both the subject 
and the direct object are in the plural form. 
 

listen       a)po/stoloi    ble/pousi  tou\j  a)nqrw&pouj 
                                        apostles                      see                the                men 
 
 
 

Notice that the last consonant of the plural subject changed to i0w~ta, whereas 
the plural direct object changed to u0 yi/lon + si/gma.  In addition, the spelling of 
the verb changed from ble/pei to ble/pousi to indicate the grammatical change 
from a singular subject to a plural subject, as well as the spelling of the 
definite article from to/n to tou/j to indicate the plural direct object.  Did you 
notice how the definite article ending corresponds to the noun it modifies? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Like their singular counterparts, the sentence order may be rearranged to 
convey an author’s particular emphasis within this declarative sentence. 
 
 listen (1)  ble/pousi  tou\j  a)nqrw&pouj  a)po/stoloi 
  (2)  a)po/stoloi  tou\j  a)nqrw&pouj  ble/pousi 
  (3)  tou\j  a)nqrw&pouj  a)po/stoloi  ble/pousi 
  (4)  ble/pousi  tou\j  a)nqrw&pouj  a)po/stoloi 
  (5)  tou\j  a)nqrw&pouj  ble/pousi  a)po/stoloi 

http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson6/mp3/6_1_drill4.mp3
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Thus far, you have learned that Greek nouns are inflected to indicate their 
grammatical function, irrespective of sentence order.  Another way of 
saying this is that, when a particular suffix (i.e., inflection) is applied to the 
ending of a Greek noun, it determines its case (or its grammatical function 
in the sentence). 
 
Every declinable word in the nominal system, such as a noun, pronoun, 
adjective, article, or numeral, inflects for case.  Case establishes the 
function of a word in relation to the verb or to other parts of the sentence, 
and inflection determines the case.  Almost sixty percent of all words in 
NTGreek use case endings.  Thus, the basis for learning Greek, and 
especially the Greek nominal system, is to master their case system! 
 

 
The words nominal and substantive are used interchangeable 
in this grammar and refer to a word or word group that functions 
as a noun.  The Greek word for “case” is ptw&seij.  The English 
term derives its origin not from Greek, but from the Latin verb 
cado, “I fall”, by way of the noun casus, “a falling”. 

 
Before examining the Greek case system, four matters need to be briefly 
addressed about nouns: their number, gender, stem and declension.   
 
§6.11  Number 
 
As in English, there are two numbers in NTGreek: singular and plural.  
Number specifies whether a word is singular or plural.  English nouns often 
indicate plurality by adding a sound at the end of a word: dog, dogs; book, 
books; wall, walls.  Likewise, Greek nouns indicate a change in a word’s 
number by different endings: a!nqrwpoj (man), a!nqrwpoi (men); 
a)po/stoloj (apostle), a)po/stoloi (apostles). 
 
§6.12  Gender 
 
There are three genders in NTGreek: masculine, feminine and neuter (the 
term “neuter” means “neither” in Latin).  In English, only third person 
singular pronouns (“he”, “she”, “it”) and certain other nouns referring to 
persons (man, woman, steward, stewardess) have gender.  For the most 
part, English nouns are regarded as neuter or simply lacking in gender.  In 
contrast, all Greek nouns have gender.  It is very important for a variety of 
reasons to know the gender of each noun as it is learned.  The gender for 
every noun will be identified in the vocabulary list that follows each lesson.   
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Greek nouns are not inflected for gender as they are for number and their 
grammatical function in the sentence.  Every Greek noun has a particular 
gender, which it retains under all conditions.  For example, the nouns 
pou/j, “foot”, and da&ktuloj, “finger”, are always masculine, whether or not 
they refer to parts of a man’s body.  Similarly xei/r, “hand”, kefalh/, “head” 
are feminine, whether or not they refer to parts of a woman’s body. 
 
Most Greek words referring to persons have the grammatical gender that 
corresponds to their sex.  However, this is not to say the three genders, 
masculine, feminine and neuter are synonymous with the terms male sex, 
female sex, and sexless.  Men and women do not have gender, they have 
sex.  What is to be underscored is that the words for “man” and “woman” in 
Greek (as in many other languages) have gender, but not sex. 
 
Many times, little rational reason exists for a particular gender for a Greek 
word.  We cannot conclude, for instance, that the Greeks thought “wisdom” 
was a uniquely feminine trait because the noun, sofi/a, is a feminine noun; 
for their word “foolishness”, mwri/a, is also feminine.  Therefore, gender of 
nouns must be learned and mastered when introduced in the vocabulary 
list at the end of this and future lessons. 
 

 
The grammatical categories, “masculine”, “feminine” and 
“neuter” give rise to confusion.  These terms were introduced in 
the fifth century B.C. by Protagoras of Abdera, a grammarian 
and the first self-proclaimed “sophist”.  It is best to remember 
that gender is a grammatical category, not a physiological 
one.  Thus, gender does not necessarily correspond to a word’s 
natural sex.  For instance, kora&sion is neuter, and means “little 
girl”; paida&rion, means “little boy” and  is also neuter. 
 
The ending of Greek nouns is often a guide to its gender.  Most 
names of winds, rivers and months are masculine; the names of 
countries, islands, towns, trees and abstract nouns (like “love” 
and “truth”) are feminine; and the names of fruits are neuter.  
Some nouns may be either masculine or feminine such as 
o( qeo/j (“God/god”) and  h( qeo&j (“goddess”).  These nouns are 
said to be of common gender. 
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§6.13  Stem.  The Greek nominal system is based on word stems that 
remain constant when various suffixes modify the word’s grammatical 
function in the sentence.  This is accomplished in Greek by an intricate 
organized system of inflection that is inextricable linked to the study and 
eventual mastery of the NTGreek case system (see below, §6.2).  
Whereas case endings determine the noun’s function, the stem carries the 
basic meaning of the word.   
 
§6.14  Declension.  All Greek nouns (as well as adjectives, pronouns and 
pronominal adjectives) are classified into one of three declensions.  
Ancient grammarians grouped nouns into one of these three declensions 
according to their similar patterns when inflected.  The designations for 
these three distinct declensions are simply the first declension, the 
second declension and the third declension.   

 

 
The English word, “declension”, derives from the Latin verb, 
declino, referring to the declining, falling, or inflection of the endings 
of a substantive (i.e., noun, pronoun, and pronominal adjective) 
according to its different usages in a sentence.  A substantive has 
been declined when it has been given in all the forms that represent 
its various functions in both the singular and the plural. 

§6.141  A noun’s declension is determined by its stem termination.  A stem 
will end with either a vowel (first and second declension) or a consonant 
(third declension).  Except for “common nouns”, all nouns inflected in the 
same way, or in much the same way, belong to one these declensions.  
The difference between these declensions is a matter of form, not function, 
in the same way that “men” and “books” are both plural nouns despite 
differences in the formation of their plural. 
 
§6.142  Each declension consist of three or more paradigms that nouns 
follow when declined.  These paradigms will have to be memorized.  At 
first, this may seem intimidating.  However, the Greek language builds 
words in rather regular patterns; and if one memorizes the Greek article’s 
paradigm, one other paradigm and eight rules that govern substantives’ 
inflection, the nominal inflectional system is essentially mastered!   
 
§6.143  In NTGreek, suffixes are appended to a noun’s stem to indicate 
how it is being used in a phrase, clause or sentence.  These modifications 
are referred to as inflections.  The various changes or inflections that take 
place in substantives are called cases.   
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§6.144  The second declension will be studied first.  This declension 
contains the largest number of NTGreek nouns (873).  All nouns but two 
have the omikron as its stem vowel.  For this reason, the second 
declension is called the omikron declension. 
 
§6.145  The great majority of nouns belonging to the second declension 
are masculine (such as a!nqrwpoj, “man”, and a)po/stoloj, “apostle”) or 
neuter.  Of the eight hundred and seventy-three nouns belonging to the 
second declension, only sixty–seven are feminine (cf. §7.1).   
 
§6.2   The NTGreek Case System 
 
Substantives accomplish different functions in a sentence.  These different 
functions are called cases.   
 
§6.21  NTGreek consists of five distinct cases (although in practice a 
word’s spelling may not always indicate unambiguously in which case it is 
without context).  These cases are the nominative case, the genitive 
case, the dative case, the accusative case, and the vocative case.  In 
Greek, case essentially means that it is not the order of words (as in 
English) that determines the meaning of a sentence, but the case form 
(nominative, genitive, dative, accusative and vocative) that establishes the 
word’s grammatical function in the sentence. 
 
§6.22  Case forms are found in English.  For example, some pronouns 
(“he”/”him”, “she”/”her”, ”who”/”whom”) retain special forms to indicate what 
their case is.  In addition, English has a possessive case (indicated by  
“- ‘s”).  However, apart from these examples, English generally indicates 
word relationships by means of their position in a sentence, or by the use 
of prepositions such as “to”, “of”, and “for”. 
 
§6.23   The Significance of the Five Cases.  Case is the form by which 
nominal words indicate their relation to other words.  Inflection (the adding 
of prefixes and suffixes to the stem of a word) is the manner by which this 
is achieved.  A change in a word’s spelling indicates how the word(s) is 
functioning in a sentence.  The significance of these cases is briefly 
introduced below and will be further developed in later lessons. 
 
§6.231  The nominative case.  The nominative case is primarily used to 
indicate the subject of a sentence.  The subject is always the topic of the 
sentence, whether or not it is the agent producing the action of the verb.  
The subject is normally a noun or pronoun. 
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He     gave     gifts     of God     to men 
 

Possession   Indirect ObjectDirect ObjectVerbSubject 
Nominative Case 

 
 
 
 
§6.231.1  The subject of a sentence is spelled (or inflected) to reflect this 
function in the nominative case in both the both singular and plural.   
 

listen  
nominative singular o9   a!nqrwpoj   

the       man 
nominative plural oi9  a!nqrwpoi   

the          men 
 
Both a!nqrwpoj and a!nqrwpoi are in the nominative case.  The case 
endings, j and i are attached to the noun stem a)nqrwpo, which 
distinguishes between the singular and plural nominative.  
 
§6.231.2  The nominative singular form is the noun’s lexical entry.  For 
example, if trying to find the Greek noun, a!nqrwpoi, you would have to 
know that it was the 
nominative plural of 
a!nqrwpoj to find its 
definition in a lexicon.  A 
Greek-English lexicon also 
indicates how a word was 
used during Classical and 
other contemporary Hellenistic writings.  The best Greek-English lexicon is by 
Walter Bauer and translated (from German) by William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur 
Gingrich: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early 
Christian Literature.  The above excerpt is taken from this lexicon (1979:68).  
 
§6.231.3  The nominative masculine plural case suffix unites with the stem vowel 
to form a diphthong:  qeo + i  > qeoi 
 
§6.231.4  Translation of the nominative case into English is straight forward.   
 

a!nqrwpoj, a!nqrwpoi man, men 

a)po/stoloj, a)po/stoloi apostle, apostles 

ui9o/j, ui9oi/ son, sons 
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 §6.232  The genitive case.  A frequent use of the genitive case is to 
indicate possession (i.e., “gifts of God”).  In Greek, the noun, “God”, would 
be in the genitive case to indicate who owns the gifts.  The genitive case 
does not add an apostrophe (“God’s gift””) or “of” (“the gift of God”) as in 
English.  The genitive case has other usages, which will be examined later. 
 

He     gave     gifts     of God     to men 
 

Possession 
Genitive Case 

  Indirect ObjectDirect ObjectVerbSubject 
Nominative Case 

 
 
 
 
§6.232.1  The noun indicating possession is spelled (or inflected) to reflect 
this function in the genitive case, both in the singular and plural. 
 
listen  
genitive singular o9    qro/noj    a)nqrw&pou             

the          throne                (of) man

genitive plural o9    qro/noj    a)nqrw&pwn 
the         throne                (of) men 

Many Greek words have been 
merely transliterated to create 
words in the English language.  
Notice that qro/noj (thronos) 
is one such instance. 

 
Both a)nqrw&pou and a)nqrw&pwn are in the genitive case.  The case 
endings, o and wn are appended to the noun stem, a)nqrwpo, which 
distinguishes between the singular and plural genitive case. 
 
§6.232.2  The stem vowel and the genitive masculine singular case ending 
contract to form the diphthong ou.  Without this contraction, the form would 
look like qeoo:  qe (stem) + o (stem vowel) + o (genitive masculine singular 
ending).  However, when these two vowels combine, they contract to form 
the diphthong ou.  Reading the diagram below from left to right, you should 
take a few moments and examine this development. 
 

qeo  >  qeo + o  >  qeoo  > qeou 
 

When the stem vowel omikron combines with the 
genitive masculine singular ending, which is another 
omikron; these two like vowels contract to form ou. 
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In the genitive masculine plural, the omikron has been irregularly absorbed 
by the omega (and not because of contraction). 
 

qeo  >  qeo + wn  >  qeown  > qewn 
 

The stem vowel omikron does not combine with the genitive 
masculine plural ending (contraction), but is rather irregularly 
absorbed by the omega in the case ending wn. 

 
 
 
 
From a linguistic perspective, the above evolutionary progression is 
exciting and accounts for the genitive masculine singular and plural case 
endings.  From a practical viewpoint of a beginning NTGreek student, 
however, it may seem like trivial information.  Many students say, “Just the 
facts, please!”  However, they do not realize that in the end, ignorance of 
such foundational morphological changes actually hurts the learning curve 
more than it helps.  Vowel contractions are common, and will be 
encountered many times, not only in the Greek nominal inflectional 
system, but in the verbal system as well.  Vowel contraction is common 
and formed with regularity.  Vowel contraction will be observed in the 
earlier lessons and studied fully later.  
 
§6.232.3  Translation.  The manner Greek nouns in the genitive case are 
translated into English deserve special comment.  In English, possession 
can be indicated by the apostrophe – ‘s: “He gave God’s gifts to men”, or 
by using the helping word, “of”: “He gave gifts of God to men”.  For the 
beginning student, it is recommended to translate Greek nouns in the 
genitive case with the English preposition “of” (as follows). 
 

a)nqrw&pou, a)nqrw&pwn of man, of men; man’s, men’s 

kuri/ou, kuri/wn of lord, of lords; lord’s, lords’ 

ui9ou=, ui9w~n of son, of sons; son’s, sons’ 
 
§6.232.4  The noun in the genitive case normally follows the word it 
modifies unless it is emphatic, then its position precedes the noun. 
 

normal sentence order lo/goj qeou= (“word of God”)    

emphatic sentence order qeou= lo/goj (“word of God”) 
 
English sentence order cannot differentiate between these two positions. 
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§6.232.5  The lexical entry of a noun lists the genitive singular after the 
nominative singular (cf. §6.231.2).  The form of the genitive singular 
determines the pattern by which a noun is declined. 
 
§6.233  The dative case.  The dative case usually indicates the indirect 
object of the verb as it does in English.  An indirect object is a noun or 
noun phrase that names the person (usually) or thing indirectly affected by 
the action of the verb.  It is common with verbs of giving and speaking and 
usually occurs along with a direct object. 
 

He     gave     gifts     of God     to men 
 

Possession 
Genitive Case 

 Indirect Object
 Dative Case 

Direct ObjectVerbSubject 
Nominative Case 

 
 
 
 
§6.233.1  The noun indicating the indirect object is spelled (or inflected) to 
reflect this function in the dative case, both in the singular and the plural. 
 

listen   
dative singular tw~|  a)nqrw&pw| 

to the         man 
dative plural toi=j  a)nqrw&poij 

 to the            men 

The Greek article, tw~| and toi=j 
are used here for illustrative 
purposes.  The dative case does 
not necessarily need the article. 

 
Both a)nqrw&pw~| and a)nqrw&poij are in the dative case.  The case 
endings, w| and ij are appended to the noun stem, a)nqrwpo, which 
distinguishes between the singular and plural dative case.   
 
§6.233.2  The stem vowel of the dative masculine singular is actually iota.  
In every instance in NTGreek, this case ending is the improper diphthong, 
w|.  At some time during the morphological development of this case 
ending, the stem vowel, omikron, lengthened to omega, with the iota dative 
masculine singular ending retained as an iota subscript. 
 

qe + o  >  qeo + i   >  qeoi   >  qewi    >  qew~|   
 

 
 
 
 

The diphthong reduces to a single vowel 
sound by the omikron first lengthening to an 
omega.  The iota is retained as a subscript.  
This process is called “monophthongization”.

The stem vowel omikron and the dative 
masculine singular case ending iota first 
combine to create a diphthong. 
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§6.233.3  Translation.  Depending upon context, the dative case may 
indicate interest, location (position) or means (instrument).   
 
§6.233.31  If the context of a noun in the dative case indicates interest, 
then the normal English translation is “to”.  However, the preposition “to” 
does not need to be expressed in English to express interest: “He gave (to) 
men gifts of God”.  If the indirect object is translated in English without the 
help of a preposition, it must conform to English word order (subject, verb, 
indirect object, direct object).  The difference in the English word order 
distinguishes between these two constructions. 
 

• He gave gifts of God to men. 
• He gave men gifts of God. 

 
a)nqrw&pw|, a)nqrw&poij to man, to men 

kuri/w|, kuri/oij to lord, to lords 

ui9w~|, ui9oi=j to son, to sons 
 
For the sake of simplicity, the dative case will be understood as expressing 
interest until later lessons (this includes the exercises in the Study Guide). 
 
§6.233.32  If the context of a noun in the dative indicates location or 
position, the normal English translation is “in”.  This understanding of the 
dative will be explored and explained in more detail in later lessons. 
 

a)nqrw&pw|, a)nqrw&poij in man, in men 

kuri/w|, kuri/oij in lord, in lords 

ui9w~|, ui9oi=j in son, in sons 
 
§6.233.33  If the context of a noun in the dative indicates means 
(instrument), the normal English translation is “by”.  This understanding of 
the dative will be explored and explained in more detail in later lessons. 
     

a)nqrw&pw|, a)nqrw&poij by man, by men 

kuri/w|, kuri/oij by lord, by lords 

ui9w~|, ui9oi=j by son, by sons 
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§6.234  The accusative case.  The Greek accusative case is employed 
predominantly to indicate the direct object of a verb.  A direct object is a 
noun or a noun phrase denoting the person or thing receiving the action of 
an active transitive verb, participle, or infinitive.  A transitive verb is one 
that takes an object; intransitive verbs do not. 
 

He     gave     gifts     of God     to men 
 

Direct Object 
Accusative Case

    Possession 
    Genitive Case 

 Indirect Object 
 Dative Case 

Subject 
Nominative Case 

 
 Verb

 
  
§6.234.1  The noun indicating the direct object is spelled (or inflected) to 
reflect this function in the accusative case, both in the singular and plural. 
 

listen   
accusative singular to\n  a!nqrwpon 

  the             man 
accusative plural  tou\j  a)nqrw&pouj 

   the                men 

The Greek article, to/n and 
tou/j, is used here for illustration 
purposes only.  The dative does 
not necessarily need the article. 

 
Both a!nqrwpon and a)nqrw&pouj are in the accusative case.  The case 
endings, n and uj are appended to the noun stem, a)nqrwpo, which 
distinguishes between the singular and plural accusative case. 
 
 §6.234.2  Translation.  Like the nominative case (i.e., a!nqrwpoj, “man”), 
the accusative case normally translates into English without any helping 
words (i.e., a!nqrwpon, “man”; a)nqrw&pouj, “men”). 
 

a!nqrwpon, a)nqrw&pouj man, men 

ku/rion, kuri/ouj lord, lords 

ui9o/n, ui9ou/j son, sons 
 
§6.235  The vocative case.  The vocative case is used for direct address: 
“Lord, save me!”  The noun in the vocative case names the person or 
thing being addressed, by personal name, title or descriptive phrase.  The 
Greek interjection w} (“O”) occurs seventeen times with the vocative in 
NTGreek.  This interjection, coupled with the vocative, expresses deep 
emotion on the part of the speaker. 
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         Brothers, 

Direct Object 
Accusative Case 

 
He     gave     gifts     of God     to men 

 
 
 
 

 Direct Address 
 Vocative Case 

VerbSubject 
Nominative Case 

    Possession 
    Genitive Case

 Indirect Object 
 Dative Case 

 
Many English translations properly include the interjection, “O”, before the 
vocative in both the singular and plural forms (cf. §6.235).  When the 
interjection is present, it is proper to translate the interjection to indicate 
deep emotion.  Otherwise, it should not be added if it is not present. 
 
§6.235.1  The person or thing being addressed is spelled (or inflected) to 
reflect this function in the vocative case in both the singular and plural. 
 

vocative singular a!nqrwpe, o9 a!nqrwpoj 
   (O) man                 (O) man 

vocative plural oi9 a!nqrwpoi 
        (O) men 

The Greek article never occurs 
before the vocative singular, 
although rarely it does not 
before the nominative when 
used as the vocative. 

 
§6.235.2  The vocative is infrequent in NTGreek.  In most instances, it is 
identical to the nominative case (both in its singular and plural case forms).  
In the second declension, however, the vocative singular is regularly a 
separate case form—although the vocative plural is always the same as 
the nominative plural. 
 

qee/ or o9 qeo/j, oi9 qeoi/ (O) God, (O) men 

ku/rie or o9 ku/rioj, oi9 ku/rioi (O) lord, (O) lords 

ui9e/ or o9 ui9o/j, oi9 ui9oi/ (O) son, (O) sons 
 
As illustrated above, when the nominative case substitutes for the singular 
or plural vocative case, the Greek article (normally) accompanies the noun.  
However, the vocative singular never has the article. 
 
§6.235.3  The vocative masculine singular case ending in second 
declension masculine nouns replaces the stem vowel. 
 

a)nqrwpo  >  a)nqrwpo + e  >  a)nqrwpoe  >  a!nqrwpe 
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§6.24  The complete second declension masculine paradigm.  A 
complete paradigm (“pattern”) model for second declension masculine 
nouns follows that should be memorized.  The case endings that you have 
learned (highlighted in red in the following table) may be used with any 
masculine noun given in the Vocabulary Study of this lesson. 
 
lo/goj (word, message, statement)  logo + case ending 
 

listen Singular Plural 
Nominative lo/goj lo/goi 
Genitive lo/gou lo/gwn 
Dative lo/gw| lo/goij 
Accusative lo/gon lo/gouj 

C
A

SE
 

Vocative lo/ge oi9  lo/goi 
 

 §6.3   The Definite Article 
 
A significant part of speech is the Greek definite article.  In many 
instances, a proper understanding of a thought will hinge upon the simple 
observation of the usage of the article (or the lack of it).   
 
§6.31  Terminology.  The definite article is the only article in Greek; there 
is not an indefinite article as in English (i.e., “a”, “an”).  Therefore, the 
Greek definite article may simply be referred to as the “article”.  When a 
noun has the article, the noun is articular (sometimes inappropriately 
called “arthrous”) When a noun lacks the article, the noun is anarthrous.  
 
                     o9   a!nqrwpoj             a!nqrwpoj 
                                          “the man”                                        “man” 

This is an example of an 
articular noun 

This is an example of an 
anarthrous noun. 

 
 
 
 
§6.32  Translation.  The best English translation of the Greek article is 
normally, “the”.  Thus, o9 a!nqrwpoj means “the man”, a definite man, a 
particular man where the addressor or the addressee (or both) know which 
“man” is being referred.  In contrast, a!nqrwpoj means “a man” or better 
yet, simply “man” (since Greek does not have an indefinite article). 
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§6.321  The Greek article is never used arbitrarily, although at times 
difficult to express its significance in English.  One grammarian has 
succinctly stated, “The article is never meaningless in Greek, though it 
often fails to correspond with the English idiom” (A. T. Robertson, 
Historical Grammar, 1934:756).  The Greek article generally serves in one 
of two functions, either syntactical (e.g., to indicate case relations) or 
semantic (e.g., to particularize some noun).  Difficulty arises when trying to 
set forth exact translation rules that will cover every instance wherein the 
Greek article is employed.  The significance of the article in many 
instances will be learned by observation in context—and not by some rule! 
 
§6.322  Normally, when the Greek article does not appear, the student 
should not supply the definite article into the English translation.  Thus, 
a!nqrwpoj means “man”; it does not mean “the man”.  Exceptions to this 
principle will be considered in connection with the constructions in which 
they occur (cf. §6.323). 
 
§6.323  The article appears frequently before Greek proper names.  When 
translating proper names into English, the English idiom requires the 
absence of the article (i.e., o9 Pe/troj, “Peter”) unless required by context. 
 
§6.33  Position.  When the Greek article modifies a substantive, the article 
always precedes the noun.  Sometimes, the article may be separated from 
the substantive it modifies by two, three, or more words.  Regardless, the 
article will precede the substantive it modifies. 
 
§6.34  Agreement.  The article is a modifier, and therefore, an inflected 
part of speech.  Because the article functions as a modifier, it always 
agrees with the substantive it modifies in gender, number and case.  If a 
masculine singular noun (such as a!nqrwpoj) functions as the subject of a 
sentence (and therefore in the nominative case), the article will correspond 
to the noun, and agree in gender, number and case.  Therefore, this 
necessitates the article to have twenty-four forms in all—a separate form 
for both singular and plural for each of the four cases and for each of the 
three genders (see the chart under §6.35). 
 
§6.35  Form.  Below is the paradigm of the article.  A “paradigm” denotes 
“showing the pattern” (of something).  The memorization of this paradigm 
is very practical because it provides the key in recognizing the gender in 
about half of all Greek nouns!  In most instances, even if the gender of a 
noun is unknown, its gender is determinable if it is an articular noun—since 
the article must agree with its noun in gender, number and case. 

© Dr. William D. Ramey                                                                                    InTheBeginning.org 



Lesson 6: The Second Declension (Masculine nouns)                          Page 118 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Although you will not be learning any feminine or neuter nouns in this 
lesson, these forms are necessary for the next lesson.   
 
Memorize and learn to recite the twenty-four forms of the definite article in 
this order: first, the singular forms by declining the article according to its 
gender through all the cases.  In other words, you will memorize the 
masculine, nominative singular first, then the masculine genitive singular 
second, the masculine dative singular third, and finally the masculine 
accusative singular last.  Then learn the feminine and the neuter forms in 
the same order.  The same procedure is used to learn the plural forms. 
 

Singular Plural 
listen 

Masculine Feminine Neuter Masculine Feminine Neuter 
Nominative       o9       h9    to/      oi9      ai9     ta& 
Genitive     tou=     th=j   tou=     tw~n     tw~n    tw~n
Dative     tw~|      th=|     tw~|     toi=j     tai=j    toi=j
Accusative     to/n     th/n    to/     tou/j     ta&j     ta/ 
 
§6.351  There is not a separate form for the vocative article.  When the 
nominative case substitutes for the vocative, the article normally 
accompanies the noun and will always be in the nominative case and 
agree in gender and number (Cf. §6.235.2).   
 
§6.352  The article does not distinguish between declensions.  The 
masculine nominative singular article, o9, will modify a masculine noun 
whether it is a first, second or third declension noun.  For this reason, the 
Greek article is very important to learn early. 
 
§6.353  The spelling of the article begins either with a rough breathing or 
with tau.  Those forms that have the rough breathing lack any accent.  
When a word follows the article, the acute accent on the article changes to 
a grave accent (see examples on next page).   
 
§6.36  Pronunciation.  The final alpha in the neuter nominative and 
accusative plural forms (ta&) is pronounced short. 
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§6.37  Second declension masculine paradigms.  The following 
paradigms are second declension masculine nouns.  The masculine article 
is properly shown with its inflected noun, agreeing in gender, number and 
case, in both the singular and the plural.  Do not be concerned with the 
reason accents change on these nouns as they are declined.  The reasons 
will be forthcoming in future lessons. 
 
o9 lo/goj (word, message, statement)  logo + case ending 
 

listen Singular Plural 
Nominative o9 lo/goj oi9 lo/goi 
Genitive tou= lo/gou tw~n lo/gwn 
Dative tw~| lo/gw| toi=j lo/goij 
Accusative to\n lo/gon tou\j lo/gouj 

C
A

SE
 

Vocative lo/ge oi9  lo/goi 
 

o9 a!nqrwpoj (man, humankind)  a)nqrwpo + case ending 
 

listen Singular Plural 
Nominative o9  a!nqrwpoj oi9  a!nqrwpoi 
Genitive tou=  a)nqrw&pou tw~n  a)nqrw&pwn 
Dative tw~|  a)nqrw&pw| toi=j  a)nqrw&poij 
Accusative to\n  a!nqrwpon tou\j  a)nqrw&pouj 

C
A

SE
 

Vocative a!nqrwpe oi9  a!nqrwpoi 
 
o9 a)po/stoloj (apostle)  a)postolo + case ending 
 

listen Singular Plural 
Nominative o9  a)po/stoloj oi9  a)po/stoloi 
Genitive tou=  a)posto/lou tw~n  a)posto/lwn 
Dative tw~|  a)posto/lw| toi=j  a)posto/loij 
Accusative to\n  a)po/stolon tou\j  a)posto/louj 

C
A

SE
 

Vocative a)po/stole oi9  a)posto/loi 
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o9 ui9oj (son)   ui9o + case ending 
 

listen Singular Plural 
Nominative o9  ui9o/j oi9  ui9oi/ 
Genitive tou=  ui9ou= tw~n  ui9w~n 
Dative tw~|  ui9w|~ toi=j  ui9oi=j 
Accusative to\n  ui9o/n tou\j  ui9ou/j 

C
A

SE
 

Vocative ui9e/ oi9  ui9oi/ 
 
 
o9 ku/rioj (Lord, lord, master)   kurio + case ending 
 

listen Singular Plural 
Nominative o9  ku/rioj oi9  ku/rioi 
Genitive tou=  kuri/ou tw~n  kuri/wn 
Dative tw~|  kuri/w| toi=j  kuri/oij 
Accusative to\n  ku/rion tou\j  kuri/ouj 

C
A

SE
 

Vocative ku/rie oi9  ku/rioi 
 
 
o9  qeo/j (God, god)  qeo + case ending 
 

listen Singular Plural 
Nominative o9  qeo/j oi9  qeoi/ 
Genitive tou=  qeou= tw~n  qew~n 
Dative tw~|  qew|~ toi=j  qeoi=j 
Accusative to\n  qeo/n tou\j  qeou/j 

C
A

SE
 

Vocative qee/ or o9 qeo/j oi9  qeoi/ 
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o9  Pe/troj (Peter)  Petro + case ending 
 

listen Singular Plural 
Nominative o9  Pe/troj 
Genitive tou=  Pe/trou 
Dative tw~|  Pe/trw| 
Accusative to\n  Pe/tron 

C
A

SE
 

Vocative Pe/tre 

In the case of proper names, you 
should not normally expect plural 
forms (although they may occur 
on occasion).  A proper name is 
a specific classification of a noun 
that names a particular person or 
place, and should begin with a 
capital letter to follow modern 
convention. 

 
 
o9  a)nti/xristoj (antichrist)  a)ntixristo + case ending 
 

listen Singular Plural 
Nominative o9  a)nti/xristoj oi9  a)nti/xristoi 
Genitive tou=  a)ntixri/stou tw~n  a)ntixri/stwn 
Dative tw~|  a)ntixri/stw| toi=j  a)ntixri/stoij 
Accusative to\n  a)nti/xriston tou\j  a)ntixri/stouj C

A
SE

 

Vocative a)nti/xriste  or 
o9 a)nti/xristoj 

oi9  a)nti/xristoi 

 
 
o9  qro/noj (throne)  qrono + case ending 
 

listen Singular Plural 
Nominative o9  qro/noj oi9  qro/noi 
Genitive tou=  qro/nou tw~n  qro/nwn 
Dative tw~|  qro/nw| toi=j  qro/noij 
Accusative to\n  qro/non tou\j  qro/nouj 

C
A

SE
 

Vocative qro/ne or o9 qro/noj oi9  qro/noi 
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§6.4  Declension-Paradigm Abbreviations.   
 
Abbreviations are useful when space is at a premium.  The standard 
abbreviations below are used for terms relating to all declensions and 
paradigms. 
 
nom. = nominative masc. = masculine 1st decl. = first declension 
gen. = genitive fem. = feminine 2nd decl. = second declension 
dat. = dative neut. = neuter 3rd decl. = third declension 
acc. = accusative sing. = singular 
voc. = vocative pl. = plural 

The periods that follow the abbreviations 
are optional. 

 
§6.5  Grammatical Parsing 
 
Parsing is “breaking apart” and identifying the separate grammatical 
elements of an inflected word.  To parse a noun is to identify it according to 
case, gender, number, and lexical form.  In addition, the declension and 
inflected meaning should be included in parsing. 
 
§6.51  Below is the order which this grammar follows when parsing a noun.  
After some study and practice, this order will be second nature. 
 

• Case (nominative, genitive, dative, accusative, vocative) 
 
• Gender (masculine, feminine, neuter) 
 
• Number (singular, plural) 
 
• Declension (first declension, second declension, third declension) 
 
• Lexical form (the nominative singular form for nouns and the 

nominative masculine form for all articles) 
 
• Inflected meaning 
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§6.52  Follow these guidelines when declining nouns or the article. 
 

• The lexical form of any parsed article is the nominative masculine 
singular—always.  Thus the parsing of th/n is, accusative feminine 
singular of o( (and not h9), meaning “the”.  Furthermore, do not include 
a declension for the article (such as 1st, 2nd, or 3rd declension) when 
parsing, because the article does not belong to any one declension. 

 
• Give all possibilities when parsing an isolated word that has multiple 

possibilities.  Thus, the article, tw~n, by itself would be parsed: 
genitive masculine/feminine/neuter plural from o9, meaning “of the”.  

 
• However, if the article, tw~n, appears before a noun, such as lo/gwn 

(a masculine noun) the article would be parsed: genitive masculine 
plural from o9, meaning “of the”.  It would be grammatically incorrect 
to include feminine/neuter since the articular noun is masculine 
(always remember that the article agrees with the substantive it is 
modifying in gender, number and case). 

 
§6.53  Examples of words parsed.  Below are many examples of parsed 
Greek nouns of the second declension and the Greek article.  Study these 
examples carefully.  After you studied the vocabulary for this lesson, come 
back to this exercise and cover the right-hand column with a piece of 
paper, then parse the words in the left-hand column, only uncovering the 
answer in the right-hand column to check the parsing. 
 
1. qeo/j nominative masculine singular 2nd declension of qeo/j, 

“God/god” 

2. qeou= genitive masculine singular 2nd declension of qeo/j, “of 
God/of god” 

3. qew~| dative masculine singular 2nd declension of qeo/j, “to God/to 
god” 

4. qeo/n accusative masculine singular 2nd declension of qeo/j, 
“God/god” 

5. qee/ vocative masculine singular 2nd declension of qeo/j, “(O) 
God/god” 

6. qeoi/ nominative masculine plural 2nd declension of qeo/j, “gods” 
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7. qew~n genitive masculine plural 2nd declension of qeo/j, “of gods” 

8. qeoi=j dative masculine plural 2nd declension of qeo/j, “to gods” 

9. qeou/j accusative masculine plural 2nd declension of qeo/j, “gods” 

10. o9 nominative masculine singular of o9, “the” 

11. tou= genitive masculine singular of o9, “of the” 

12. tw~| dative masculine singular of o9, “to the” 

13. to/n accusative masculine singular of o9, “the” 

14. tou/j accusative masculine plural of o9, “the” 

15. th/n accusative feminine singular of o9, “the” 

16. tw~n genitive masculine/feminine/neuter plural of o9, “of the” 

17. ta& nominative/accusative neuter plural of o9, “the” 

18. to/ nominative/accusative neuter singular of o9, “the” 

19. ai9 nominative feminine plural of o9, “the” 

20. ku/rie vocative masculine singular 2nd declension of ku/rioj, “(O) 
lord” 

21. lo/goi nominative masculine plural 2nd declension of lo/goj, 
“words” 

22. ui9oi=j dative masculine plural 2nd declension of ui9o/j, “to sons” 

23. Pe/trw| dative masculine singular 2nd declension of Pe/troj, “to 
Peter” 

 
§6.6  Learning Vocabulary 
 
Vocabulary is an integral part of learning NTGreek.  If you do not learn 
vocabulary, your interest in NTGreek will slowly dwindle and eventually 
die.  Most students fail to learn NTGreek because of their failure to master 
sufficient vocabulary to read the Greek text by sight, leading to an 
inadequate grasp of the language.  Less one reads, the less adequate they 
become.  This inadequacy leads from excitement to a downward cycle to 
discouragement and frustration—to ultimate extinction.  Guaranteed! 
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On the other hand, if your hope is to read NTGreek with competence, an 
acquisition of a large vocabulary is essential.  The larger your vocabulary, 
the more rapidly and extensively you can read.  Your goal is to master 
basic vocabulary at first, then build on it as you read NTGreek.  This will 
lead to rapid reading and a broad experience, eventually leading to careful 
exegesis of the biblical text.  There is no substitute for a large vocabulary.   
 
One of the best ways to learn new vocabulary is to make your own 
vocabulary flash cards.  Your cards may be 2” x 4” in size, and words may 
be written on lined or unlined heavy stock paper.  This size is easily 
transportable and they can be reviewed about anywhere and at anytime.  
Individual binder rings may be purchased to hold your flash cards together. 
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singular).  On the back of the card, the noun’s 
definition is cited, with its stem in the lower left 
hand corner and its part of speech in the lower 
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• Study and know your new vocabulary before tackling the 
accompanying study guide and other lesson study aids. 

 
• New vocabulary is required to be written as well as heard!  If you 

cannot say it, you cannot memorize it.  Practice the vocabulary 
words aloud many times.  Be sure to put the accent on the correct 
syllable each time and make special note of any rough breathing 
mark.  Enunciate each syllable at first, then work up to speed. 

 
• New vocabulary should be studied at peak attention times.  

Short blocks of time without any interruptions (this means the 
television is off!) are more productive than counterproductive times 
when there are many interruptions and you are tired.  Review the 
vocabulary periodically during the day (at least four times a day).  
Always study new vocabulary words before old vocabulary.  If 
possible, look at the flash cards once more before going to sleep. 

 
• Repetition and review must become a part of your life to be 

skilled in reading God’s inspired Word in Greek. 
 
 

Vocabulary Study 
 
The vocabulary study is divided into three columns.  The first column cites  
the word in its lexical form (the form to use to look it up in a Greek-English 
lexicon).  If the word is a noun, it is in the nominative singular form, 
followed by its genitive singular and article to denote its gender.  Of 
course, all nouns in this vocabulary study are masculine and follow the 
same second declension pattern. 
 
The meaning of the vocabulary word is furnished in the second column.  
There is not an attempt to exhaust all possible meanings.  The third 
column classifies the part of speech.  It will be very important to learn the 
different parts of speech as the lessons progress so that the function of the 
word may be properly understood within its context. 
 
The vocabulary study also includes several proper nouns.  A proper noun 
is a subcategory of nouns that names a particular person or place.  A 
proper name should begin with a capital letter to follow modern convention. 
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Vocabulary word Meaning Part of Speech
 
a!ggeloj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: a)ggelo 

 
angel, messenger 

 
noun 

a)delfo/j, -ou, o9 
    Stem: a)delfo 

brother noun 

a!nqrwpoj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: a)nqrwpo 

man, humankind noun 

a)nti/xristoj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: a)ntixristo 

antichrist noun,  
proper name 

a)po/stoloj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: a)postolo 

apostle noun 

ba&rbaroj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: barbaro 

barbarian noun 

dia/konoj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: diakono 

deacon, servant noun 

dou=loj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: doulo 

slave, bond-servant noun 

qeo/j, -ou, o9 
    Stem: qeo 

God, god noun 

qro/noj, -ou, o9 
     Stem: qrono 

throne noun 

kai/ and 
 
even, also, namely 

conjunction 
  (connective) 
adverb 

 Kai/ may function either as a conjunction or as an adverb.  
Include both parts of speech on the same card with its 
corresponding definition.  As a conjunction, it functions as 
a connective, joining two words of like nature (two nouns, 
two verbs, two adjectives, two adverbs, etc.), or two 
clauses, two sentences, or even two paragraphs.  As an 
adverb, it modifies another adverb or verb. 

ko/smoj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: kosmo 

world, cosmos noun 
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ku/rioj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: kurio 

Lord, lord, master noun 

lepro/j, -ou, o9 
    Stem: lepro 

leper noun 

lo/goj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: logo 

word, message, statement noun 

mu=qoj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: muqo 

myth noun 

Niko/dhmoj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: Nikodhmo 

Nicodemus noun 
proper noun 

no/moj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: nomo 

law, Law noun 

o9, h9, to/ the (definite) article 

oi]koj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: oi0ko 

house noun 

o0rfano/j, -ou, o9 
    Stem: o0rfano 

orphan noun 

Pe/troj, -ou, o9 
    Stem: Petro 

Peter noun 
proper noun 

u3mnoj, -ou, o9 
     Stem: u9mno 

hymn noun 

xoro/j, -ou, o9 
     Stem: xoro 

chorus, dancing noun 

Xristiano/j, -ou, o9 
     Stem: Xristiano 

Christian noun 
proper noun 

Xristo/j, -ou, o9 
    Stem: Xristo 

Christ, Messiah, Anointed One noun 
proper noun, 
title 

yalmo/j, -ou, o9 
    Stem: yalmo 

psalm noun 

 
 
 
Click here for other Greek lessons in this series. 
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     Study Guide                                                            
     The Nominal System (Part 1)                                            
     Masculine Nouns and the Definite Article            

 
There are two major building blocks in NTGreek: nouns and verbs.  This 
lesson introduced the Greek nominal inflectional system.  The questions 
below emphasize the basics covered in Lesson Six.  Further study aids are 
available for this lesson if desired. 
 
 
1.  How many case forms are there for the Greek article? 
 
 a.  Eighteen    g.  Twelve 
 
 b.  Twenty-four   d.  Twenty 
 
2.  What vowel is the predominant stem vowel for the second declension? 
 
 a.  a     g.  o 
 
 b.  u     d.  w 
 
3.  The article always 
 
 a.  has a rough breathing g.  has a smooth breathing 
 
 b.  precedes the noun  d.  begins with a tau. 
 
4.  When a noun (or substantive) has the article, the noun is considered 
 
 a.  anarthrous   g.  articular 
 
 b.  a vocative   d.  declined 
 
5.  How many major declensions are there in NTGreek? 
 
 a.  One    g.  Three 
 
 b.  Two    d.  Four 
 

http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson6/aids.htm
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6.  The cases in NTGreek are 
 
 a.  vocative and nominative d.  answers a and b 
 
 b.  genitive    e.  answers b and g 
 
 g.  dative and accusative  z.  answers a and b and g 
 
7.  Which declension contains the largest number of Greek nouns? 
 
 a.  First declension  g.  Third declension 
 
 b.  Second declension  d.  Fourth declension 
 
8.  The great majority of nouns belonging to the second declension are 
 
 a.  masculine and neuter  g.  masculine and feminine 
 
 b.  feminine and neuter  d.  masculine, feminine and neuter 
 
9.  The nominative case is primarily used to indicate 
 
 a.  the direct object  g.  the subject of the sentence 
 
 b.  the indirect object  d.  the position of the article 
 
10.  The article agrees with the substantive it modifies in 
 
 a.  gender and number  g.  number and case 
 
 b.  gender, number and case d.  gender and case 
 
11.  In Greek, a noun’s gender is 
 
 a.  sexual    g.  physiological 
 
 b.  grammatical   d.  answers a and g 
 
12.  Greek nouns inflect for gender as they do for number.   True   False 
 
13.  Greek nouns are classified into one of three declensions.  True   False 
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14.  The dative case usually indicates 
 
 a.  the direct object of the verb  g.  the subject of the sentence 
 
 b.  the indirect object of the verb d.  direct address 
 
15.  The accusative case usually indicates 
 
 a.  the direct object of the verb  g.  the subject of the sentence 
 
 b.  the indirect object of the verb d.  direct address 
 
16.  The Greek genitive case is used for 
 
 a.  the direct object of the verb  g.  describing or possession 
 
 b.  the indirect object of the verb d.  direct address 
 
17.  Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the Greek article. 
 

Singular Plural 
 

Masculine Feminine Neuter Masculine Feminine Neuter
Nominative       
Genitive       
Dative       
Accusative       
 
18.   An indirect object is a noun or noun phrase that names the person or 

thing indirectly affected by the action of the verb.    True     False 
 
19.   Write the correct Greek article before each of the following nouns. 
 
 a.  _____  lo/goj d.  _____ a!nqrwpon h.  _____  kuri/ouj 
 
 b.  _____  ku/riw| e.  _____ a)posto/lwn    q.  _____  qro/nou 
 
 g.  _____  qeoi/ z.  ______  ui9oi=j  i.  _____  Xristw~| 
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20.  What are the genders in Greek? 
 
 a.  masculine, feminine   g.  masculine, feminine, neuter 
 
 b.  male, female, sexless   d.  masculine, feminine, unisex 
 
21.  Declensional patterns affect the form of the case ending. True    False 
 
22.  The stem of a word determines how a word is declined.   True    False 
 
23.  The nominative singular form is a noun’s lexical entry.   True    False 
 
24.  Parse the following words.  Be sure to include all possible options. 
 

Word Case Gender Num Decl Lexical form Definition 

qeoi/       

th/n       

Xristo/n       

lo/gw|       

oi]koj       

dou=le       

kuri/ouj       

qro/nwn       

tw~n       

ta&       

Pe/troj       

u3mnoij       
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25.  Dictation.  First listen to the instructor pronounce a word from the 

lesson’s vocabulary list.  Then spell the Greek word with the 
appropriate breathing and/or accent marks.  After you have spelled 
the Greek word, give its definition in the right hand column. 

 
 Word Definition 

listen a.  

listen b.  

listen g.  

listen d.  

listen e.  

listen z.  

listen h.  

listen q.  

listen i.  

listen k.  

listen l.  

listen m.  

listen n.  

listen c.  

listen o.  

listen p.  

listen r.  

listen s.  

listen t.  

listen u.  
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26.  What is the approximate percentage of all NTGreek words that have a 
case ending? 

 
 a.  40%     g.  60% 
 
 b.  50%     d.  80% 
 
27.  Transliterate the following words from your vocabulary into English. 
 
 a.  a!ggeloj     h.  o0rfano/j 
 
 b.  a)nti/xristoj    q.  Pe/troj 
 
 g.  qro/noj     i.  u3mnoj 
 
 d.  lepro/j     k.  xoro/j 
 
 e.  mu=qoj     l.  Xristiano/j 
 
 z.  Niko/dhmoj    m.  yalmo/j 
 
28.  What is the relationship between “case” and “inflection”? 
 
 
 
 
29.  In the table below, supply the declensional endings for the second 

declensional masculine noun, ku/rioj. 
 

 Singular Plural 
Nominative   ku/rio___   ku/rio___ 
Genitive   kuri/o___   kuri/___ 
Dative   kuri/___   kuri/o___ 
Accusative   ku/rio___   kuri/o___ 
Vocative   ku/ri___   ku/rio___ 

 
 
 For the answers to this exercise and more Lesson Six study aids, go here. 

http://www.inthebeginning.org/ntgreek/lesson6/aids.htm

